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A gradual transformation from Iqta system to feudalism
N R TPy [ IR ST

Abstract

The term “Iqta” is exclusively an Islamic concept of distributing land.
During the era of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), the land has
been distributed as Iqta for the purpose of rehabilitation and to win
the hearts of the various tribes of that times. The very first
implementation was executed when a Jewish tribe was exiled, and its
land was distributed to the immigrants and some poorindividuals. In
addition, the conquered land was also distributed to the deserving
ones.The first caliph, Hazrat Abu Bakar also followed the same trend
as adopted by the prophet. In contrast, the second caliph Hazrat Omer
discouraged the idea of feudalism and the sale and purchase of the
land were banned. He believed that the captured and other such lands
should be the property of the state rather than individuals. In the times
of the third caliph, Hazrat Usman eased the policy due to certain
reasons and paved the way for feudalism. This led to the emergence
and establishment of the feudal system all over the Islamic States. The
likely reason was the conquerors were influenced by the traditions
and civilizations. Later, the Islamic State expanded to Egypt, Syria,
Iran and Rome where the Kingdom Rule was in-placedwith the built-
in feudalism.

Key Words:Iqgta, Distributedland, Rehabilitation, Feudalism and Islamic State.
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"A grant of land made by Government to Feud an individual as

reward for some special services'4"
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"The property or fee granted to a vassal for his maintenance by his

lord in returned for his service’."
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"Fee, an estate in the land held in feudal law from a lord on condition

of homage and services”"
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"A fee was the central element of feudalism and consisted of heritable
property or rights granted by an overlord to a vassal who held it in
fealty (or in fee) in return for a form of feudal allegiance and service
usually given by the personal ceremonies of homage and fealty. The
fee was often land or revenue, producing real property held in feudal

tenure. These are typically known as Fief or Fiefdoms'’."
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"In Medieval feudalism a fief was a vassal’s source of income, granted
to him by his lord in exchange for his services. The fief usually
consisted of land and the labor of peasant who were bound to
cultivate it. The income the fief provided supported the vassal, who
fought for his lord as a knight, Dignities, offices and money rent were
also given in fief. A fief was basically a favor awarded to vassal. A
fief was primarily the land held by a vassal of lord in return for
stipulated services, chiefly military."
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"It is probable the Muslims were influenced which had prevailed in

the conquered lands, where large areas of the country had been the

private estates of the former ruling family**"
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