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The Sanctity of Prophethood and The Freedom of Expression: An 

Analysis in View of International laws & Islamic Lemitations  
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Abstract: 

Freedom of expression is considered as one of the basic rights of 

humanity. It means to express one's opinions without fear of being 

punished or penalized. In current era, this concept is either being misused 

or its implementation is biased. For example, now a days, discussion 

about Holocaust is banned while the expression of blasphemous ideas 

about Islam is dealt under the concept of freedom of speech. Almost all 

the religions and national or international charters of human rights, 

consider the expression of blasphemous ideas as crime or act being 

penalized. In this way a conflict is created whether the freedom of 

expression means to express ideas without any blasphemous limitations 

or not?  In this article a discussion has been made about the limitations of 

freedom of expression in accordance with the acts of blasphemy law. 

Furthermore arguments have been authenticated in the light of Islamic 

Jurisprudence, legislation of different countries and UNO charter of 

human rights.  
 

Key Words: The Sanctity of Prophethood, Freedom of Expression, Internatio-

           nal laws, Islamic Jurisprudence, UNO Charter 
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يعٌ عَلِ  مُوا بَـينَْ يَدَيِ اللهِ وَرَسُولهِِ وَاتـقُوا اللهَ إِن اللهَ سمَِ ذِينَ آمَنُوا لاَ تُـقَدـهَا الَ�2يمٌ ياَ أي  
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 ذِينَ آمَنُوا لا تَـرْفَـعُوا أَصْوَاتَكُمْ فَـوْقَ صَوْتِ النـهَا الَوَلا تجَْهَرُوا لَهُ باِلْقَوْلِ كَجَهْرِ بَـعْضِكُمْ لبِـَعْضٍ أَن تحَْبَطَ ياَ أي ِبي

  ��أعَْمَالُكُمْ وَأنَتُمْ لا تَشْعُرُونَ 
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  ^�فِرَةٌ وَأَجْرٌ عَظِيمٌ ينَ يَـغُضونَ أَصْوَاتَـهُمْ عِندَ رَسُولِ اللهِ أوُْلئَِكَ الذِينَ امْتَحَنَ اللهُ قُـلُوبَـهُمْ للِتـقْوَى لهَمُ مغْ إِن الذِ 
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مُْ إِن الذِينَ يُـنَادُونَكَ مِن وَراَء الحُْجُراَتِ أكَْثَـرُهُمْ لا يَـعْقِلُونَ وَلَوْ أنَـهُمْ صَبـَرُوا حَتى تخَْرجَُ إِ  ليَْهِمْ لَكَانَ خَيـْراً له

  �Óوَاللهُ غَفُورٌ رحِيمٌ 
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يماَنَ وَزَيـنَهُ فيِ ليَْكُمُ الإِ وَاعْلَمُوا أنَ فِيكُمْ رَسُولَ اللهِ لَوْ يطُِيعُكُمْ فيِ كَثِيرٍ منَ الأَمْرِ لَعَنِتمْ وَلَكِن اللهَ حَببَ إِ 

  �ëقُـلُوبِكُمْ وكََرهَ إلِيَْكُمُ الْكُفْرَ وَالْفُسُوقَ وَالْعِصْيَانَ أوُْلئَِكَ هُمُ الراشِدُونَ 
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 الذِي جَاءَ بِهِ مُوسَى وَمَا قَدَرُوا اللهَ حَق قَدْرهِِ إِذْ قاَلُوا مَا أنَْـزَلَ اللهُ عَلَى بَشَرٍ مِنْ شَيْءٍ قُلْ مَنْ أنَْـزَلَ الْكِتَابَ 
 نهَُ قَـراَطِيسَ تُـبْدُونَـهَا وَتخُْفُونَ كَثِيراً وَعُلمْتُمْ مَا لمَْ تَـعْلَمُوا أنَْـتُمْ وَلاَ آباَؤكُُمْ قُلِ اللهُ ثمُ نوُراً وَهُدًى للِناسِ تجَْعَلُو 

  ��ذَرْهُمْ فيِ خَوْضِهِمْ يَـلْعَبُونَ 
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عَ اللهُ قَـوْلَ الذِينَ قاَلُوا إِن اللهَ  لَهُمُ الأْنَبِْيَاءَ بغَِيرِْ حَق وَنَـقُولُ لَقَدْ سمَِ فَقِيرٌ وَنحَْنُ أغَْنِيَاءُ سَنَكْتُبُ مَا قاَلُوا وَقَـتـْ

  ��ذُوقُوا عَذَابَ الحَْريِقِ 
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  »��لٍ عِنْدَ سُلْطاَنٍ جَائرٍِ، أَوْ أَمِيرٍ جَائرٍِ أَفْضَلُ الْجِهَادِ كَلِمَةُ عَدْ «
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سِعَتِهَا، وَمِنْ جَوْرِ الأَْدْياَنِ إِلىَ  ثـْنَا لنُِخْرجَِ مَنْ شَاءَ مِنْ عِبَادَةِ الْعِبَادِ إِلىَ عِبَادَةِ اللهِ، وَمِنْ ضيق الدنيا إلىاللهُ ابْـتـَعَ 

سْلاَمِ، فأََرْسَلَنَا بِدِينِهِ إِلىَ خَلْقِهِ لنَِدْعُوَهُمْ إلِيَْهِ، فَمَنْ قبَِلَ ذَلِكَ قبَِ  لْنَا مِنْهُ وَرَجَعْنَا عَنْهُ، وَمَنْ أَبىَ قاَتَـلْنَاهُ أبَدًَا عَدْلِ الإِْ

  .�3حَتى نُـفْضِيَ إِلىَ مَوْعُودِ اللهِ 
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فَهُ، وَمَنْ كَانَ مَنْ كَانَ يُـؤْمِنُ باِللهِ وَاليـَوْمِ الآخِرِ فَلاَ يُـؤْذِ جَارَهُ، وَمَنْ كَانَ يُـؤْمِنُ باِللهِ وَاليـَوْمِ الآخِرِ فَـلْ « يُكْرمِْ ضَيـْ

يُـؤْمِنُ باِللهِ وَاليـَوْمِ الآخِرِ فَـلْيـَقُلْ خَيـْراً أوَْ ليَِصْمُتْ 
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 هَ وَرَسُولَهُ وَمَا كَانَ لِمُؤْمِنٍ وَلا مُؤْمِنَةٍ إِذَا قَضَى اللهُ وَرَسُولهُُ أمَْراً أَن يَكُونَ لهَمُُ الخْيِـَرَةُ مِنْ أمَْرهِِمْ وَمَن يَـعْصِ الل

  2^فَـقَدْ ضَل ضَلالاً مبِينًا
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Austria: Two sections of the penal code relate to blasphemy: 

$ 188: Vilification of Religious Teachings 

$ 189: Distrubance of Religious Practice^� 

Germany: Blasphemy is covered by Article 166 of the Strafgesetzbuh, the 

German Crinimal Law. If a deed is capable of disturbing the public peace, 

blasphemy is actionable. In 2006, Manfren van H. (Also known as 

“Manhavo”) was prosecuted for Blasphemy^�. 

Spain: the article 525 of the penal law in Spain considers “vilification’’ of 

religious “feelings’’, “dogma”, “beliefs” or “Rituals”. This extension to 

“Dogmas” and “Reliefs” makes it very close to a blasphemy law in practice, 

depending on the interpretation of the judge. 

For instance, in 2012 it has been used to prosecute aa famous artist, Javier 

Krahe, for a scene (shot 34 years ago, abd lasting just 54 seconds) in a 

documentary about him^3. 

Ireland: Blasphemy is prohibited by the constitution and carries a maximum 

fine of €25,000. A controversial law was passed on 9 July 2009 and went to 

effect on 1 January 2010. However in March 2010, it was announced thst there 

would be a constitutional amendment referendum held about whether or not to 

maintain the existing prohibitionÓ1. 

New Zealand: Section 123 of the Crimes Act 1961 allows for imprisonment 

up to one year for any one who publishes any “Blasphemouslibel”. To date the 

only prosecution for blasphemous libel in New Zealand has been the case of 
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John Glover, publisher of The Maoriland Worker (a newspaper) in 1922. 

Glover was acquitted
Ó2
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