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The Analysis of Ziauddin Sardar on Isma‘ll Raj1 al-Faruqr’s theory of
Islamization of Knowledge, an analytical study
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Abstract

The dream of Islamic Renaissance has been sought by prominent
Muslim scholars. Islamization of modern sciences is one of those
endeavors in this regard. The following article consists Ziauddin
Sardar’s criticism of AL-faruqi’s concept of Islamization of
knowledge (I0OK). Al-Fariiqi considers the flawed education system
responsible for the appalling condition of the Ummah, He presented
his work plan of first principles to Islamize modern sciences. His
methodology is based on eight components and twelve steps.
Ziauddin Sardar is of the view that Ummah should embrace modern
sciences by making their own homework take into consideration
Islamic epistemology and Islamic world view, revisiting and
reinterpreting their sacred texts. He is agreed to the basic theme of the
Work Plan, but not with the implementation. Al-Faruqi’ stresses upon
the Islamization of Western social sciences and ignores the fact that
the modern sciences have built up the new world which according to
Sardar leads to the failure of the proposition of IOK. He wants to put
Islamic spirit in the edifice of the Western sciences: Sardar opines that
how it will be possible to mould knowledge, created by others,
according to one’s own needs.As a principle both are agree on the
point of uplifting of the Ummah, but both looks at the same thing
from two different angles.

Keywords: Al-Farugi, Ziauddin Sardar, Islamization, Epistemology,
World-View, work plan
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"Epistemology, or theory of knowledge, is in fact nothing more than

an expression of a world-view...epistemology permeates all aspects

of individual, societal and civilizational behavior. Without a distinct

epistemology, a distinct civilization is impossible. Without a way of
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knowing, that is identifiably Islamic, we can neither elaborate the
world-view of Islam nor put an Islamic stamp on contemporary
H 7 o
issues’.
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“The liberation of man first from magical, mythological, animistic,

national-cultural tradition, and then from secular control over his
reason and his language®.”
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“The great task facing Muslim intellectuals and leaders is to recast
the whole legacy of human knowledge from the standpoint of Islam.
The vision of Islam would not be a vision unless it is a vision of
something, namely, life, reality, and the world. That vision is the
object of study of various disciplines. To recast knowledge as Islam
relates to it, is to Islamize it; i.e., to redefine and reorder the
parameters and the data, to rethink the reasoning and
interrelationships of the data, to reevaluate the conclusions, to re-
project the goals, and to do so in such a way as to make the

reconstituted disciplines enrich the vision and serve the cause of
Islam.”
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(1) To master the modern disciplines. A e S 4o

(2) To master the Islamic legacy e AP IS
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(3) To establish the specific relevance of Islam to each area of modem
knowledge
b AP Spir A L n ¢ s
(4) To seek ways for creative synthesis between the legacy and modern
knowledge
lf/jl}r”gi.)Lﬁﬁd?/)é(ﬂéyul&l;dufl.
(5) And to launch Islamic thought on the trajectory which leads it to fulfillment
of the divine pattern of Allah
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"The question that Sardar has always asked is: 'how do you know?
The answer depends a great deal on who 'you' are: 'how you look at
the world, how you shape your inquiry, the period and culture that
shapes your outlook and the values that frame how you think"
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