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An Overview of the Social Impacts of Jewish Religious Rituals 

and Festivals 

01 $23�401 $23�401 $23�401 $23�4�� ��56�56�56�56�7777            

Abstract 

The Jews are the descendants of Ḥaḍrat Jacob ‘Aly Salam and they had 

twelve tribes. Most of the prophets were sent in this tribe. Many rituals were 

took place in Jewish society and as a result relgious rites and celebrations 

being observed by millions at same point of time, which have direct and 

indirect impact on society. This article analyzed seven major Jewish rites 

and religious celebrations: Al-Sabt, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Saykot, 

Hanukkah, Purim, and Eid Fiṣḥ for their social impacts on Isrᾱ‘il and on 

other citizens of globe. It is discovered that the observance results in 

promotion of social coherence, human welfare, family-based values, and 

positive introduction and establishment of Jewish symbols in non-Jewish 

socities. 

Keywords: Jewish Rites; Jewish Celebrations; Social Impact of Relegion 
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“Notice: Public transport does not run on the Jewish Sabbath and holidays - 

from half hour before sunset on Friday (or the day before the holiday) till 

Saturday night. Hours vary by the time of year - In December (winter 

solstice) Sabbath starts as early as 3.55PM and ends at 5.15, while in June 

(summer solstice) Sabbath starts as late as 7.10 and ends on 8.30. Do not 

take chances on Friday- If you need to get somewhere on time, give yourself 

at least a two hour clearence before Sabbath.”
-
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“And the Sabbath comes to Israel with a vengeance, like a prairie cyclone 

sweeping away whole towns as it spins over the countryside. You cannot 

buy a baby milk on the Sabbath unless you show up at the dining room of 

one of the tourist hotels waving a bottle with a nipple
Y
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“What is the connection between the Jewish Sabbath and the environment?  

In modern society, we are running, speaking and thinking at an exceptional 

rate, and oftentimes we continue all week long without slowing down.  

Constantly doing, always mobile accessible, habitually multi-tasking. We 

can get so caught up in the doing that we could spend our whole lives on the 

go. If being too busy is a malady of modern man, slowing down on Sabbath 

may be a key remedy.”
6
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“Sabbath is the only day of the week when I have time, unrushed, to spend 

with my husband and kids. We talk, sing, read stories, play games eat and in 

general, just hang out. There is no laundry or cooking or cleaning to do. I 

am not on the phone or online. I can”tgo shopping or catch up on the news... 

There are lots of studies on the benefits of eating dinner as a family, imagine 

spending 25 hours together...it can only get better
7
.” 
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“Observant Jewish traders represent a small proportion of all market 

participants, said Pan Yatrakis, a professor of finance and economics at the 

university. But, at the margin, their withdrawal during the High Holy Days 

thins out the market, increases volatility and risk, and may discourage others 

from trading as well, thus creating a snowball effect.”
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“In Israel, the country virtually shuts down for Yom Kippur. Businesses, 

restaurants and offices close, and television and radio stations go silent. 

Airports close and buses and trains stop running. Highways and roads 

become eerily quiet, devoid of vehicles.”
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Ó �B���� �'��J���R��Ï�/  

“The officials said they expect a decrease in crime over the week-long 

holiday next month, an assessment based on data from previous years that 

shows a drop in crime during the holidays and unusual events.Last Passover 

saw crime drop by some 20 percent, while property crime dropped by six 

percent during the fall holidays, according to police data.” 
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H���C �Ë�{|�H�?��Ó��D �Ó��b�E� �'��Ï�F ������"����
  
“Eighty-two percent of Israeli Jews who self-identify as secular still attend 

Passover seder, according to a Central Bureau of Statistics survey covering 

religious attitudes from 2009 to 2010 as reported on Channel 10 TV.The 

results, released on Sunday, also show that some 94% of Israeli Jews uphold 

Jewish tradition in some way, and that 67% of secular Israeli Jews light 

Hannukah candles.”
27 
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“Every year, thousands of Jews from around the world travel to Israel to 

celebrate the Passover holiday commemorating the Israelite’s exodus from 

Egypt. This year is no exception: almost 80,000 tourists are expected to 

arrive, 30 percent more than in 2007.” 
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